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The Bible School Movement in Saskatchewan
by Bruce L. Guenther

(Reprinted by permission from the Saskatchewan Encyclopedia,
published in 2005)
More Bible schools and colleges have been started in Saskatchewan
than in any other province in the country. Although the first Bible
school in Canada was launched in 1885, it was not until 1909 that the
Holiness Movement Church started the first school in western Canada:
Western Holiness Bible School, initially located in Crystal City, Manitoba.
More than fifty additional schools have had their origin in Saskatchewan (see Table BSC-1) representing almost 20% of all the Bible
schools and colleges in Canada. Half of the Bible schools in the province were started during the economically depressed decade of the
1930s, with another 25% during the 1940s. The decade following 1950
marked a significant watershed for the Bible school movement:
advances in transportation and communication resulted in the closure
and consolidation of 80% of the Bible schools before the end of the
20th century. With the exception of a handful of schools started by
several Pentecostal and charismatic groups, relatively few new Bible
schools were started in the second half of the 20th century. (cont'd page 4)
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The Editor's Perspective

Ruth Marlene Friesen
The blessing of abundance.
That's what I've been enjoying as
an editor. I've been very pleased to
have a number of people submitting articles and stories. It's an
editor's dream!
Henry A. Friesen, Regina, sent in two articles
about his birth village, Rosenhof, near Swift
Current.
Elva Braun, a volunteer at the Archives, offered
two articles about the Mennonite Brethren Church
in Beechy.
Harris Ford, our summer intern from the
university here in Saskatoon, wrote a report on his
summer interviewing Mennonites about their lives.
Carl Krause wrote about the mysterious return
of his father's gold ring.
Victor Carl Friesen sent us two pieces as well.
Fortunately, these are mostly of the short, half-orone-page type, which is great, as I can then pick
and choose what fits into the gaps at the end.
Just in the last few days I've been introduced to
another writer who has traveled and researched
abroad, and has ideas for at least four articles! I've
promised that we'll use those next year.
At the same time, Anna Ludwig of LaCrete, AB,
sent us a longer article, written as if by her aunt
Margaretha (Bartsch) Kroeker, formerly of Hague.
Also, quite a large batch of photos.
I got excited, as Margaret was one of my own
dear friends. In fact, I'm convinced that anyone
who lived in the Hague area from the 1950s
through the 1990s has stories to tell of Margaret.
Now I'm wondering if we should put together a
book, collecting many of those stories. Would you
be willing to write down your stories and memories
of Margaret/Margaretha?
We can feature Anna's article in the next issue,
but if there are sufficient stories for a "Collection" as in a book - Hey! Let's go for it! That would be a
great way to honour a very unique woman!
In the meantime, enjoy this issue, and have a
very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
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President's Corner

Our Stories Are Important.

One of the stated purposes of
the Mennonite Historical Society
of Saskatchewan is to “sponsor
programs and events which proclaim our history and culture.”In
the past month we sponsored two
such events. These events once again strongly
reinforced how important it is for us to tell and
write down our stories in helping to fulfill the
above purpose.
In October we sponsored the book launch for
The Ältester. This is the story of Herman D. W.
Friesen who served as a Bishop of the Old Colony
Mennonite Churches in Saskatchewan in the
1960s. It was written by his grandson, Bruce
Guenther. The book was launched in two different
sessions; one took place in the Osler Community
Hall and the other at Bethany Manor. Both the
attendance at these two events, as well as the sale
of the book far exceeded expectations. There are
perhaps many reasons for this kind of response.
Herman Friesen was part of a large extended
family. As Mennonites we like to make connections. We are also keen to hear stories or read
stories about other Mennonites and how they faced
the challenges that life presented to them.
On Sunday, November 11th we hosted a
Remembrance Day Peace Program at Bethany
Manor. This was attended by fifty two people.
Scripture passages focused on peace were read.
There were several songs about peace, and many
stories. There were stories about various people
who practiced peace and non-violence, and the
challenges that came with that commitment.
One of these people was John W. Driedger.
When he registered as a Conscientious Objector
rather than joining the armed forces in 1943, he
was ridiculed by the judge for his stand. However,
when asked to explain the reason for his stand he
stated that he followed the example of Jesus Christ
who preached peace and love for the enemy. John
ended up doing forestry work in Northern Saskat(con'td right)

Announcements:
A Word from our Treasurer

Thank you for your present and past donations,
they help keep the Mennonite Historical Society of
Sask.'s work going.

REMINDER:

To receive a 2018 Tax Receipt, your donation
and/or membership must be received in 2018. The
cheques mnust be dated on or before December
31, 2018.
Susan Braun
MHSS Treasurer

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be

held on March 1 & 2, 2019. Mark your calendar
and save the dates. More information will come via
E-Updates (email) and the website in the new year.

We Have Videos for Sale:
When They Shall Ask
Menno's Pieces
Heimat for Heimatlose (both
German/English)
Through the Red Gate
You will find them with the Book
Lists online - or you can contact
Susan Braun, who has taken on
the Book Sales.

Example

( President's Corner... cont'd)
chewan. My father worked in a lumber camp in
Northern Saskatchewan as part of his Conscientious Objector Status in 1941. The story of John W.
Driedger, made me realize that there are a lot of
questions about his experiences with the CO
process that I should have asked him. Our own
faith is enhanced when we hear stories of how God
has lead others through the good times as well as
the challenges that they have encountered.
May all of us experience joy and peace this
coming Christmas season as we celebrate the birth
of the Prince of Peace!
JR
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(cont'd from page 1... Bible School Movement)
The majority of Bible schools and colleges in
the province were initiated by a diverse range of
more than twenty incoming immigrant groups and
new evangelical Protestant denominations, most
of which had relatively few members during the
first half of the 20th century. Two different Mennonite groups account for fourteen schools alone:
the Mennonite Brethren with eight, and Mennonite Church Canada with six. In total, the Mennonites were responsible for starting more than forty
Bible schools across Canada. The driving force
behind their educational endeavours was a passionate concern for finding new ways to provide
both religious instruction and preserve aspects of
the Mennonite heritage and identity. Another
nineteen schools were started by a cluster of ten
different Pentecostal denominations or independent congregations. At least six schools can be categorized as transdenominational, that is, without
direct affiliation to any denomination. Influenced
by a larger fundamentalist network within North
America, these schools emphasized a common
understanding of doctrine and mission without
necessarily discouraging participation in denominations. Briercrest College, started in 1935, and
currently located in Caronport, has become the
most prominent transdenominational school in the
province; it is also currently the largest Bible
college in the country, with a college enrollment
of approximately 800 students.
Bible schools typically offered a Bible-centered,
intensely practical, lay-orientated program of
theological training. As educational institutions,
they operated in a zone between the upper years
of secondary education and the undergraduate
years of post-secondary education. About 70% of
the Bible schools in Saskatchewan were located in
rural communities. During the early years, most
schools organized the term of study to accommodate the winter lull in the farm work (late October
to mid-April). Bible schools intentionally developed an environment for encouraging spiritual formation, for teaching Bible knowledge, and for learning the disciplines and practical skills for a life-

time of Christian discipleship and ministry. For
many decades facilities were austere, and students
were required to help out in order to keep schools
operating. Bible schools offered students the opportunity to meet members of the opposite sex – hence
the facetious, but occasionally justifiable, title
“bridal institute,” that has been applied in many
schools.
Bible schools can be differentiated from Bible
colleges, which confer accredited degrees, offer
courses recognized by other colleges and universities, and whose curicula include significantly
more liberal arts or general education courses
alongside course offerings in theological studies
(see Table BSC-2). During the 1960s, Bible school
leaders gradually became more interested in
obtaining a new level of respectability and recognition for their schools. Four of the Bible schools
started in Saskatchewan have managed to become
accredited colleges with full membership status
with the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges,
an organization designed to clarify and establish
standards within Bible schools and colleges. In
addition, two schools, CANADIAN BIBLE COLLEGE
(now located in Calgary) and Briercrest College,
started graduate degree programs in 1970 and
1983 respectively. Not all schools pursued accreditation: some were unable to afford the additional
costs; others deliberately avoided it, fearing that
the addition of liberal arts courses in the curriculum would dilute the traditional emphasis on the
study of the Bible.
The influence of Bible schools and colleges has
been extensive. By 1950, the cumulative enrollment in all Bible schools in Saskatchewan was over
1,000; this represents a substantial contribution to
the overall educational landscape of the province,
particularly when one considers the fact that 55%
of Bible school students have been women (as a
point of comparison, university enrollment in the
province in 1950 was less than 2,600, of whom only
21% were women). Bible schools prepared thousands of Protestant men and women as church workers, pastors and missionaries who have been scattered in every corner of the country and beyond. A
Bible school training offered many young (cont'd p.6)
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people an opportunity for improving their social
status. Missionary work required international travel,
and both missionaries and pastors were (and often
still are) given special recognition in many evangelical communities. Still others experienced the influence of these schools by attending annual missionary and Bible conferences, listening to radio broadcasts and reading the printed material regularly distributed by these schools. Sixteen Bible schools and
colleges remain in operation in the province, with a
cumulative enrollment exceeding 1,400 students.
Today these schools struggle to maintain their ‘market share’ of students by highlighting the unique
strengths of small schools, adjusting and diversifying
curriculum, and modernizing facilities. They wrestle
too with defining their place within Christian higher
education as the demand for seminary-trained leaders
increases within evangelical denominations and missionary organizations, and as more Bible colleges become liberal arts colleges. Despite the challenges,
they remain important centres of influence, having
made substantial contributions to many of the evangelical Protestant denominations in Saskatchewan. BG
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Flight: by Harold Jantz

Mennonites facing the Soviet empire in 1929/30,
from the pages of the Mennonitische Rundschau. Winnipeg:
Eden Echoes Publishing, 2018 - Reviewed by George Epp

With its 718 pages and its unusual nature,
Flight is not a book that most will read in the
ordinary way. It's a source book, a book that both
scholars and Mennonites interested in their history will be able to consult as a valuable source;
Harold Jantz has undertaken to translate - and
then generally summarize - letters and articles
printed in the Mennonitische Rundschau (MR)
relating to the plight of the remnant of Mennonites remaining behind in Russia and experiencing
Stalin's five-year plan, a plan that required that all
land be collectivized, that all religious activity be
stopped and that Mennonites and others unwilling
to participate in the plan be scattered far and
wide in Russia's hinterland.
The first item in Flight is from the January 2,
1929 edition and is a summary of an anonymous
writer's opinion that Mennonites have been privileged above others in permissions granted for
them to emigrate to Canada. The last article, dated December 31, 1930, borrows from the Hamburg Anzieger and is a description of a Mennonite Christmas service in the refugee camp in
Moelln. What lies between those dates falls under
subheadings giving the readers some navigational
help: Correspondence, From the Readers' Circle,
From Abroad, Observed, etc. Very helpful are the
meticulous indexes listing persons and places
mentioned in the contents. Like others, I found
myself searching there for articles and letters of
people and places that figured in my own history.

But why the Mennonitische Rundschau and why
the years 1929-1930? The MR was the most widely
distributed and read medium of communication
among what had become a Russian-Mennonite
diaspora. Indeed, pleas for information about lost
relatives and friends constitutes a great deal of
MR's content during those years. Even though its
importation to Russia was banned sometime
around 1929, letters from and about Mennonite
families stranded in Stalin's brutal state continued
to pour in to MR: a proverbial grapevine of news
and pleas for assistance from real people in
distress.
For the significance of the years surrounding
1930 in the Soviet Union, any number of sources
are available to augment Jantz's book with historical context. Jantz's brief Introduction is helpful,
but to the catalog of sources on the privations and
suffering of this particular time, I'd add a recent
account called Starving Ukraine: the Holodomor
and Canada's Response by Serge Cipko, who
focuses on the worst years of the Five Year Plan
and Canadian response more generally, including
references to the efforts of the Board of Colonization's unflagging advocacy toward alleviating the
hunger in Ukraine.
It's come to be called the Holodomor, i a period
in which not only Mennonite but German-speaking
Lutheran and Catholic colonies, and Jewish and
Ukrainian/Russian villages were stripped of their
grain production to feed Moscow and to gain
much-needed currency through exports.
Simultaneously, the dekulakization ii of all Russia
went into high gear so that the dictatorship of the
proletariatiii could finally be enacted, meaning that
local and regional officials had license to run
roughshod over the hated estate and factory owners, anyone who had succeeded in the former
capitalist economy.
For those remaining Mennonites from or in the
Molotschna/Chortitz and daughter colonies of
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Ukraine after the early twenties exodus, the
nostalgic look back at earlier opportunities to
emigrate was a haunting reality, according to their
witness in Flight. A major departure of Mennonite
refugees numbering somewhere between twenty
and thirty thousand was brought over at that time
in a credit deal arranged with the CPR by the
Mennonite Board of Colonization and, particularly,
David Toews. A friend told me recently that the
brief hiatus in the collectivization process in the
twenties was responsible for some relatives assuming their fortunes to be on the upswing, and so
reluctance to leave ended up stranding them in
Stalin's hell: being summarily executed, or being
relocated to Siberia or Kazakhstan, even Kamchatka or anywhere where slave labour could hasten
empire building.
Flight can be perused following a number of
threads: the providence of God and his presence in
times of pain in the letters from the “left behind,”
the history of the Marxist experiment in socioeconomic reorganization through the eyes of those
who lived it; the survival of a people both entrepreneurial by nature and non-resistant by faith in a
time of brutality and chaos, the degree to which
the “lucky ones” feel an obligation for the suffering
“unlucky ones.” Flight can be explored on so
many levels, and will be.
What most readers will retain long after their
journey through Flight are the heartbreaking, first
-person pleas from those undergoing unbelievable
suffering in Russia:
“ If hope has bloomed and almost turned to
fruit, and then a worm suddenly destroys this
thing of beauty, nothing can compare to such
a turnaround and we sob and sigh: we have
lost what we had hoped for. Oh, brothers,
ours is a hard and baffling fate. We were a
quite large company in Moscow and were
expecting to set out at any moment; most
had paid for their passes and suddenly in
one night we were forcibly pushed into
vehicles and each was sent back to his
home by rail car. All of our financial affairs
as well as the housing arrangements were
simply left behind.

Well, all of those thousands who had given
up their last money, and many who had
borrowed, must now go back, homeless,
without food, with sick children, many
without clothes - oh brother, my heart
wants to break with all the sorrow that
is coming down hard on our heels. ”

(p.185b. From a letter sent to a brother
in Canada.)

I could have chosen any one from hundreds of
letters coming out of Russia in 1929-30 and printed
in MR. The above will give some flavour to their
import.
But Flight offers much more than the heartbreak of Mennonite brothers and sisters trapped in
a brutal life. Taken all together, the realities of
emigration/immigration at the time of the Holodomor will become clearer to the reader who persists
through Flight's 700 pages. As at present, Canada
sets quotas for immigration numbers annually, sets
some further restrictive conditions, so it wasn't a
simple case of resettling even if the exit permit had
been obtained at great cost from the Soviets. Paraguay and Mexico had to be considered once North
American quotas were filled, and for those whose
relatives had settled in Canada, that presented yet
another daunting prospect.
“ The catastrophic situation of the Russian
Mennonites and heightened requirements for
entry into Canada prompted the chair of the
Canadian Mennonite Board of Colonization,
David Toews, to travel to the United States to
see whether another way might not be found
to save our suffering fellow believers. Together with attorney Mr. M.H. Kratz of Philadelphia, the member of the Central (Relief) Committee, he consulted with the Messrs. Norman,
Marsh and Landerth, partners of the firm
Stroude & Co. of Philadelphia. Br. Toews
described the situation of the Russian Mennonites, their longing to get out, and the harsh
conditions under which they could be allowed
to enter Canada (totally healthy and more
recently, in possession of a certain amount of
capital), which now considerably limits any

9

Use Your Archives

mass movement of immigrants. ” (p. 175:
Reprinted in MR from Der Bote )
As in the excerpt above, Flight makes available
Mary Loeppky one of the Friendly
nuances of the struggle to assist fellow believers
Volunteers at the Archives.
trapped in Russia. For instance, the herculean
effort by a few to move governments, institutions
and North American and European Mennonites to
do more: David Toews and others traveling far and
often from home and family, communicating persistently with officials. It's safe to say that their
combined efforts saved lives. MR's chronicling of
these efforts provides valuable insight, and Jantz's
recording in English of these letters, stories and
anecdotes makes a valuable contribution to this
period in Mennonite history, a period that many
would rather forget.
For those who read German and would like to
see unsummarized, untranslated primary source
versions, bound copies of the years 1929/30 of MR
are archived at the Centre for Mennonite Brethren
Studies in Winnipeg.
Mary Loeppky has volunteered in the Archives
----------for about a year now. Her work is mainly in transi Holodomor: roughly, genocide by starvation
lating documents from the old German Gothic
handwritten script into English.
ii Kulak : member of the wealthy, capitalist classes seen
This is work that Esther Patkau used to do.
to have gained their holdings through exploitation of the
Even though the old Gothic script is not in daily
working class. Mennonite land and estate owners fell
or ordinary use, because the Archives deals with
into this category.
many older documents, there is often the need to
have them translated.
iii Dictatorship of the proletariat: “ . . . a state in which the
If you come across something like that when
proletariat, or the working class, has control of political power.
you go through your parents' or grandparents'
According to this theory, it is the intermediate system between
papers and books, you may be wondering - who
capitalism and communism, when the government is in the
can read this?
process of changing the ownership of the means of production
Mary can! She is very friendly and easy to talk
from private to collective ownership.” (Wikipedia,
with and will oblige you with a translation if it is
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictatorship_of_the_proletariat)
just a few lines, a passage or a page or two.
GE
If you were to hire a professional to do this and the ones who can read the Gothic German
script are few and far between - you would pay a
FLIGHT - can be ordered directly
good fee per word. Here you can have Mary do it
from the author, Harold Jantz.
for free as a service of the Archives; all you have to
Print and fill out, then mail to him, do is ask her nicely and then thank her heartily. Of
the form on our website at:
course, you could leave a gift to the Archives to
https://mhss.sk.ca/books/FLIGHT-ordershow your gratitude as well. This is not a service
form.pdf
you can come by so very easily!
RMF
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Why the Mennonite Brethren Church is Special to Me
by Elva Braun

In 1910 Saskatchewan was part of the Northern District Conference of the Mennonite Brethren
Church as part of the US Conference. The first
annual session was held in Herbert, Saskatchewan
from June 27-28. At that time there were 13
churches in Saskatchewan with a membership of
about 1,000. There were 64 delegates at this conference. Two churches in Manitoba (Winkler and
Winnipeg) were initially members of the Central
District but joined the Northern District in 1913.
It was also in 1913 that Herbert Bible School was
established. (This information came from GAMEO
– online encyclopedia.)
Why is the Mennonite Brethren Church special
to me? I have had limited experience with other
churches in the Mennonite faith, having always
attended an MB Church. I have had, and still have,
friends in other Mennonite churches, but my experience has mainly been with the MBs.
I was born into a family
where my grandfather, John
Wiens, was an ordained
minister in the MB Church,
my dad, Jacob Wiens, was a
lay leader in the same
church and my church
membership has always
been in an MB church.
My grandfather was
ordained in Russia. He
emigrated to Canada in
1926 and continued to
Rev. John Wiens &
serve in that capacity until
Aganeta (Penner)
his retirement. My dad met
my mother (Helen Petkau) at Herbert Bible
School. When they fell in love and wanted to get
married, there was a barrier. My mother was baptized in the General Conference Church. This
meant that my dad was not allowed to serve in the
church, not even as a Sunday School teacher. If
they wanted to marry, my mom would have to be
baptized by immersion. She loved my dad so much
that she did this, even though she felt that her
first baptism had been valid.

When my
grandfather retired, my dad was
asked to become
the leader of the
church. Together
with my mother,
this decision was
made, and he led Rev. Jacob Wiens & Helen (Petkau)
the church at Beechy, Saskatchewan for many
years. We, as children, were all raised in the
Christian faith. Church was an important part of
our life. The church was in the country and was
only ½ mile from our farm, so it was not a great
distance to travel to services. Sunday School,
Thanksgiving services, missionary reports, special
meetings, etc., were all a very important part of our
upbringing. Our home was always home to visiting
missionaries, speakers, etc. who came to the
church to serve. My parents were very hospitable,
giving up their own bed for the guests. I enjoyed
having the missionaries come and stay with us
because they told some very interesting stories.
The MB Church at Beechy was the only “evangelical church” in the community. There were a few
other Mennonites, Pentecostals, etc. who attended.
The church changed from German quite early because of this. I do not recollect listening to German
sermons or Sunday School lessons.
After high school I attended an MB Bible School
(at Hepburn) and during those years was baptized
and became a member of the Beechy MB Church.
My husband was also brought up in the MB church
so there was no transition there. We raised our
three daughters in an MB Church. You can see why
my experience has mainly been with the MBs.
In 1978 we went with the MB Mission program
to serve at a school for international students in
Sao Paulo, Brazil. There were many different
denominations in this school, so we saw what other
faiths believed. We had a fellowship group with
other Mennonite denominations so my exposure
has been broadened.
I have always been interested in history and
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have read many books on the Mennonite faith,
from the Hutterite and Amish to those from other
Mennonite denominations. I have found it very
enriching to see how God has carried our ancestors through the years. We all worship the one and
only God.
EB

History of Hillside Christian Fellowship
Church (Beechy M.B. Church)
by Elva Braun

Most of this material is taken from a history
book which was compiled for the church’s 75th
anniversary in 2002. This book was compiled and
edited by Tamara Wanner and Mary Mielke.
“The Mennonite people who came to Beechy in
the early 1920s had met for worship prior to 1927
and had indeed functioned as a church since 1925
when it was, in effect, a daughter church of the
Main Centre Mennonite Brethren Church.” The
leadership came from there and were members of
that church. The early members in this church
came from immigrants arriving from Russia in the
early 1920s.
Worship services and Sunday School were organized in 1925. They met in the Pleasant Butte
Homemakers Hall in the country. At this time they
were members of the Main Centre MB Church. On
October 2, 1927, this group was organized as an
independent church and accepted into the Herbert
District of MB Churches. They would meet once a
month with a worship service in the morning, a
meal at noon, and then Christian Endeavor in the
afternoon. Many of these worshippers came from
long distances so were not always able to attend.
One family came from 25 miles away.
It took these immigrants a while to adapt to
their new country. Here they lived in peace, freedom and safety. The church was named Friedensheim (peaceful home). The church grew quickly
and in 1928 there were 84 baptized members. Talk
of building a church began, but then the market
collapsed in 1929 and the depression of the 30s
together with the drought, forced many families to
leave. From a membership of 84 in 1930 it fell to
only 46 members ten years later.

The hall that was being rented was sold, so the
families met in homes, vacant farm houses and
often in the Demaine hall. (Demaine was a neighbouring hamlet).
In 1942 it was decided to purchase the church
at Gilroy, which was owned by the South Saskatchewan MB District Conference, for $60.
The building was dismantled with the plan to
reassemble it when it reached its destination.
When it arrived, the realization came that it could
not be reassembled, so as much lumber as possible
was salvaged, and new lumber was bought to build
a church with a basement. In order to finance the
building, “each family agreed to contribute 2% of
all their income, including their livestock, egg and
cream cheques, to the building.” When it was dedicated on September 24, 1944, it was totally paid
for.
The membership continued to decline so that in
1948 the membership was only 20 with about
three or four men in the church. They had a building but where were the people? The church did not
fold but continued on.
In spite of a history of differences between the
MBs and the General Conference, these differences were resolved and the two conferences worked
together. When an evangelist came to town, one
family in particular, who had become Christians,
wanted fellowship and baptism in the church. This
“sparked the church to move quickly in the use of
the English language.” To make the church more
accessible to the community, it was moved to
Beechy in 1953 and then became the Beechy
Mennonite Brethren Church.
The church was led by lay leaders until 1963
when the first paid pastor arrived. By 1981, the
church was becoming too inadequate for the needs
of the church, so instead of adding to the old building, it was decided to build new. This church then
became the Hillside Christian Fellowship Church.
This congregation has been made up of many different denominations since it is the only evangelical
church serving a large community. People still
travel many miles to be involved in the church.
EB
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Revival Meetings in Rosenhof Celebrated
& Revival in Rosenhof in the 1 950s

by Henry A. Friesen

the Lord that fall. While some joined the Rhineland
Church, many continued to worship in the Wielers’
quonset until a church building could be built at the
corner of Highway 363 and the village of Chortitz on
land donated by Abe C. Funk .”

On August 11, 2018, a wonderful and memorable gathering was held on the Peter Wieler farm
in Rosenhof, Saskatchewan. The occasion was the
60th anniversary of a series of revival meetings
that were held in a quonset on this farm in 1958;
at that time it belonged to Peter’s parents, Cornelius and Judith Wieler. What was planned as a
family celebration grew into much more, as those
who had experienced personal renewal, or whose
families were deeply impacted by these meetings,
eagerly made plans to come as well. A participant
in this celebration and a grandson of Cornelius
Wieler, Henry J. Wieler writes about it in a recent
email he sent to me:
“ I have just returned from Rosenhof where the

Peter Wieler family hosted a celebration to remember the Revival of 1 957 and 58. (about 1 50 people
attended). Here many Sommerfelder members
committed their lives to the Lord and (this) led to
the beginning of the EMC Church (and boosted)
the membership at the Rhineland Church.
This revival started when Grandpa Cornelius
Wieler invited Ben D. Reimer of Steinbach to conduct revival meeting in his new quonset shop. At
one of the first meetings, Grandpa Wieler walked
over to where Grandma Wieler was sitting, took
her hand and together they knelt at the altar to
accept the Lord. What an example for our family
and the entire community.
There were over 300 people from the entire
Swift Current Colony who dedicated their lives to

Monument commemorating the Revival Meetings in
Rosenhof held at the invitation of Cornelius Wieler in
1958. The plaque says:

To God be the glory, great things He has done!
To commemorate the spiritual revival of 1 958 Cornelius &
Judith Wieler generously donated the use of their quonset
as a meeting place for the community to gather and hear
the Good News being preached. Many people came to a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Peter & Helena Wieler Family - August 201 8

Henry Wieler goes on to say; “ This spiritual
renewal was the most profound change to occur in
Rosenhof and indeed the entire Swift Current
Colony area since these villages had been founded
in the early 1 900s or since many Old Colony people
moved to Mexico in the 1 920s to protest the Public
School issue .”

Although 60 years has passed, I think it is significant that those whose lives (or whose parents’ lives)
were impacted by this set of revival meetings, gathered to mark this revival. This not only demonstrates the impact themeetings had, but the power of the
Spirit who continues to bring renewal to those who
seek Him.
HAF
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Revival in Rosenhof in the 1950s
by Henry A. Friesen

Side-view of the EMC Church in Chortitz.

the communities
but, more
significantly perhaps,
in the expression of
their faith.

Change and renewal took place in Prussia in the
1700s, and even more so during the following century in Russia. The beginnings of both the Kleine
When I was a ten-year-old boy (1960) our family Gemeinde (1812-14) and the Mennonite Brethren
lived on a farm ¾ of a mile north of the village of
(1860) make it clear that the desire for genuine
Rosenhof, Saskatchewan. I was fully aware that
faith and a fresh sense of God’s presence has
the families in and around our village attended
surfaced again and again.
four different churches; although, at the time, I
The history of the Mennonites who came to
scarcely knew the reason(s) for this. Among my
Manitoba in the 1870s reveals a similar phenomeclassmates at Rosenhof School were those whose
non; the Holdeman, the Brüderthaler, the Sommerfamilies attended the conservative German langfelder and the Rudnerweide Mennonite churches
uage, Sommerfelder Church that stood in the
are examples of some churches that were formed
middle of the village. Then there were those,
between 1870 and 1937 in western Canada. Each of
including our family (Henry and Helena [Rempel] these grew out of a sense of renewal and often inFriesen) and all of my mother’s siblings and their volved a series of revival-type meetings where the
families who lived in or near the village, who
Bible was preached in such a way that people
attended the Christian Fellowship Church in the
understood God in a new and personal way. The
neighbouring village of Rhineland. A third group
Low German word “ bekjieren ” which means “to
attended the Evangelical Mennonite Conference
convert or accept a new way of life” was used to
(EMC) church in Chortitz, a village that is located describe the personal change that people experisix miles east of Wymark and eight miles south of enced. English words/phrases like “conversion,”
Rosenhof. And finally, there were a few families
“becoming a Christian,” and “committing one’s life
that attended the Church of God in Swift Current. to the Lord” were also used to describe an inner,
When I heard about the celebration in Rosenspiritual and profound change in a person’s life.
hof that was held this summer (previous article), I But what happened in Rosenhof, I wondered. How
was intrigued; I had no memory of the revival
was it that my classmates and I were attending four
meetings that were held on the farm of Cornelius
different churches? And how did these churches
Wieler in 1958, even though I knew that families
start?
from in and around Rosenhof worshipped there. I
In this short article I want to write about the
decided to do a little investigating.
beginnings of one of these: the Evangelical MenI already knew, through my reading and study nonite Conference (EMC) church in Chortitz. But
as an adult, that change and renewal among the
first a little background.
Mennonite people has come not only in their econThe Swift Current Reserve or Colony began in
omic endeavours and in the cultural practices of
1904 when, through the negotiations and planning
The EMC Church built in Chortitz, as it looks now.
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of the Old Colony leaders in Manitoba, Mennonites were given access to nearly six townships of
land, south and east of Swift Current. In a matter
of ten years or so 20 villages were established on
this Reserve. My home village, Rosenhof, is located on the north end of this Reserve and was one of
the last to be established (approximately 1912-14).
The earliest villages were Reinfeldt, Rhineland
and Schoenfeld and in these the Old Colony leadership established key churches from which other
villages were served. Meeting places/church
buildings were built in most, if not all, of the other
villages and to these the Old Colony ministers
would come even if not on every Sunday.
A major shift occurred in the villages in the
Swift Current Reserve when the Old Colony’s
bishops (from both Saskatchewan and Manitoba)
spearheaded a move to Mexico in the early 1920s.
The emigration to Mexico of approximately one
third (1200) of the villagers from the Swift
Current Reserve had a profound effect on the
spiritual life of those who stayed behind. It wasn’t
just the loss of so many good and faithful church
families, but the exodus of the Old Colony’s
bishop(s), ministers and leaders that deeply affected those who decided not to emigrate. Suddenly
the villagers were left with only church buildings.
It was years before the loss that was felt and the
vacuum that was created was alleviated.
Gradually, though, ministers from the Sommerfeld Church were invited to give leadership in the
churches and it was they who gave necessary,
spiritual guidance in a good number of the
villages, including Rosenhof, beginning in the mid
to late 1920s.
In the late 1930s and throughout the 1940s
and 1950s, the winds of renewal blew through the
villages. Henry and Lena Funk as well as Peter
and Elizabeth Wall from the village of Rhineland,
for example, talk of being significantly impacted
by a series of special meetings conducted by Isaac
Friesen and George Froese in the village of
Schoenfeld in 1939. (Friesen and Froese were
from the Rudnerweide Church in Manitoba). The
Funks described experiencing the “assurance of
salvation” for the first time and hungered to know

more about this expression of faith . A few years
later, both couples assisted J. J. M. Friesen and his
wife Margaret in the beginnings of another church,
the Christian Fellowship Church of Rhineland,
which offered Sunday School in English – that story
will be told in another article.
Most of the Sommerfelder leadership, however,
was unwilling to change and resisted the calls for
renewal and viewed the revival meetings with some
fear and perhaps suspicion. They not only feared
the use of the English language in their churches
but resisted Sunday School and the teaching of the
more evangelical aspects of faith, i.e. that a person
could be “saved” and/or “be assured of their salvation.” In Rosenhof at least, the largest percentage
of the villagers continued to attend the Sommerfelder church in the village until 1957-58 when a
new series of evangelistic meetings took place in
the village.
In the book One Who Dared – The Life of Ben D.
Reimer, the author (Doreen Reimer Peters) describes how Ben Reimer, a teacher at the Steinbach
Bible Institute (SBI) and President of the Western
Gospel Mission, came to speak in several General
Conference Mennonite Churches in and around
Swift Current in 1957. Accompanying him was a
Paraguayan rancher by the name of Henry Toews
who was studying at SBI and was gifted as an evangelistic speaker. Toews had been active in the
evangelization of some of the indigenous people in
his home country and convinced the Sommerfelder
ministers to let him report on this work in five of
their churches. Many of those who heard him began
to respond to his invitation to commit their lives to
God in a new way and seek His forgiveness. But it
was at the Chortitz Sommerfelder Church that a
“breakthrough” occurred and a large number of
individuals “came to a new faith in Christ.”
This put the Sommerfelder bishop/ministers in a
quandary as they were not in support of this teaching and yet so many in their congregations (and
even several of their ministers) wanted to pursue
this new kind of faith. That winter the bishop
sought to consolidate the Sommerfelder Church
membership by releasing all of its members and
establishing a new “membership roll” which would
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be made up of those members and ministers who
wanted the church to “remain as it had been.”
However, a number of the ministers, including
David Froese, Peter G. Schlamp and Abe Leiding
wanted to support the new believers and when
attempts to form a new Sommerfelder church
were rebuffed, they, together with help from
Reimer and EMC leaders in Manitoba, took the
lead in forming a new EMC congregation that
would meet in the village of Chortitz. To further
support this group of new believers and to invite
still others to experience renewal, a series of
meetings was planned for Rosenhof where Cornelius Wieler had offered his quonset as a venue.
Those who had been profoundly changed by the
revival meetings of 1957 and the further meetings
held by Ben D. Reimer in Rosenhof the following
year, formed the nucleus of the congregation that
built a new church building in the village of
Chortitz in 1958. It is remarkable and noteworthy

that this church continues to actively promote the
same message of salvation and renewal that had
such a lasting impact on so many people in the
Swift Current Reserve in the 1950s. It is indeed
something worth celebrating and worth remembering.

Sources:

- Christian Fellowship Church, Rhineland, SK. 40
years 1 943-1 983. (History book written by the
church and published in 1983).
- Old Colony Mennonites in Canada 1 875 to 2000
edited by Delbert F. Plett, Crossway Publications
Inc., 2001. See “ Swift Current Old Colony Mennonite Church ” by Leonard Doell; pp 152-3.
- Mennonites in Canada by Frank H. Epp, McMillan
of Canada, Toronto, 1974, pp 313ff regarding the
Swift Current Reserve and p. 293 regarding the
various church groups in Manitoba by 1900.
- Mennonite Historical Atlas edited by William
Schroeder and
Helmut T. Huebert,
Springfield Publishing, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 1996, pp. 76 &
143.
- personal email from
Henry J. Wieler
received by the
author.
HAF

Gathered around the stone monument marking the Rosenhof Revival Meetings
held in the quonset of Cornelius and Judith Wieler in 1958 are some of their
grandchildren. L to R the women are: Audrey Wieler Schlamp, Lois Wieler
Martens, Adeline Krahn Frostad, Lorraine Wieler Funk, Mary Ann Wieler Funk
and Roseanne Wieler Poffenroth. L to R the men are: Abe Wieler, Ron Wieler,
John Wieler, Henry Wieler David Wieler and Peter Wieler.
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Mennonite Historian Summer 2018
by Harris Ford

throughout July and August.
This summer I had
We came prepared with a few general questhe wonderful opportuntions, such as interaction with Indigenous
ity to work with the
Peoples and experiences during and after World
Mennonite Historical
War II, but the strength of the project was allowSociety and the wider
ing for people’s individuality to come through.
Mennonite community
All in all, eleven conversations were held, and
through my summer
each one provided unique insight into life growemployment with the
ing up in small town Saskatchewan, the role of
University of Saskatchethe Mennonite faith, and the general experiences
wan History Collaboratorof those who called the Rosthern area home.
ium. As an undergraduate
I thoroughly enjoyed the warm hospitality and
student studying history,
generosity of those who allowed us to come into
I was able to enhance my
their homes and have conversations with them.
own skills within the
All interviews are in the process of being
discipline as well as learn
transcribed, and the audio and textual recordabout the Mennonite
ings of these conversations will be available for
faith.
Harris interviewing Jake Braun use within the Mennonite Historical Society.
This was the first
Thank you for allowing me to have this remarkyear for the partnership between the Mennonite
able experience, to be able to meet so many great
Historical Society and the University of Saskatchhuman beings and to learn about the lives people
ewan. The project had two main components.
have lived.
Initially I began scanning documents for the
historical society, namely newsletters and church
books, adding them to a database. The University
created an online database for the storage of
archival materials to help better serve the Historical Society moving forward.
The second and larger component of this
summer’s work was having conversations with
Harris interviewing Verner Friesen
members of the Mennonite faith, discussing all
aspects of their lives in a rather casual manner.
Many people said, as we were leaving, that they
Dick Braun and I engaged in these conversations
were glad there was going to be a record of their
lives and that they wished someone had done a
similar recording for their parents or grandparents.
It is my hope, then, that this summer will be
fruitful not only in the near future, but also in the
distant future, when grandchildren and greatgrandchildren can have a recording of their family
telling their life story.
HF
Harris interviewing Otto Driedger
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Is This my Father’s Ring?

Although the 1930s were the years of the Great
Depression, my father continued to employ a hired
man from time to time throughout the summer – to
Carl A. Krause
As rings go, there is nothing remarkable about help with field work and haying and harvest. Among
these men were a couple of teenaged brothers who
it: a narrow gold wedding band, rather large as
finger rings go, and, except for a break, in reason- lived with their mother. Theirs was a hand-to-mouth
existence and any money either of the boys could
ably good condition. And, yes, it is still in its
original box, a small blue box with the inscription earn, either on our farm or elsewhere, was appreciated. When the time for employment had ended one
“J. K. Hamm, Quality Jeweller, Rosthern, Sask.”
And yet there is something truly remarkable about year – 1938, I was told – the young man left and
this ring because it may once have belonged to my soon thereafter my father discovered the ring to be
missing. After an exhaustive search of our house,
late father Bernhard (Ben) Krause, a ring that
my parents concluded the ring and its box may have
disappeared around 1938.
been stolen. And by whom?
And so how did I gain possessPerhaps the young hired man.
ion of it? A few months ago, my
But surely not.
wife Lily and I were having lunch
I have no idea if anything was
with my Cousin Wally Krause and
done at the time to attempt to
his wife Marg. Wally had told me
recover the ring. The matter may
he had been given a ring that had
well have been put aside as an
been in a box of books that had
unfortunate event, and the less
been donated some time ago to
fuss made over the matter, the
the Saskatchewan Mennonite
better. However, the matter was
Historical Archives in Saskatoon.
never really put to rest. Although I
When this box of books was finally
don’t remember my father ever
opened, in the box were several
talking about it, I well remember
books with Helen Krause, my
my mother wondering what had
mother’s name, written inside the
become of the ring and why would
covers.
the young man have taken it,
Also in this box was a small
assuming he did. What would he
blue box, the box with the ring in
have done with it? We really don’t
it. How did the box with the ring
know.
and the books come to be in the
Or do we? Perhaps he tried to
same box? We really don’t know.
sell it. Perhaps he gave it to someAll we can do is venture a guess.
one.
Or
perhaps
the
ring in question is indeed someAs a child I remember hearing stories about
one else’s. But then, how did it get into the box of
the disappearance of my father’s wedding ring.
Our family lived on a farm seven miles northwest books that came from my mother’s collection? As I
said at the outset, we really don’t know. We really
of Rosthern and whenever my father worked in
don’t know.
CAK
the shop or out in the fields or in the barn, he
would remove the ring so as not to damage it.
What he did with it when not wearing it, I really
don’t know, but he may well have placed the ring
in the little box in which it was purchased at
Hamm’s Jewellers in 1925, the year of my parents’
wedding. Indeed, I often heard my parents talk
about Jake Hamm, the owner of the store.

18

A Double Book Launch for The Ältester
A Report - by the Editor

Osler Book Launch night audience - with Leonard Doell making an introduction

his life as a farmer and minister in the Old Colony
A Double Book Launch for The Ältester was
sponsored by MHSS – in the Osler Community Hall, Church. He also reviewed the book process from
and at Bethany Manor, Saskatoon, for author Bruce idea to completion over 20 years. When he saw his
grandfather's sermon collection, he got an idea
L. Guenther. Guenther grew up in the Saskatchewhich culminated in this book. He applied to the
wan Valley area, not that far from Osler, but his
Delbert Plett Foundation for a grant to have the
education and career have taken him to British
Columbia, where he is a professor at the Mennonite sermons translated from the old Gothic script.
However, there was no diary or journal, so he had
Brethren College, at Trinity Western University.
to research for details within his family.
The Osler book launch took place on Friday
Guenther explained what he had tried to do in
evening, October 19th and the community hall
the
book. This included a historical overview of
there had 135 earnest listeners. (This writer observed that most of the people present were direct- Mennonites in Canada from their arrival in Canada
ly related to the Friesen family, or were neighbours in the 1870s, when they were promised they would
not be called up for war-time enlistment, and (they
and close friends of the extended family.)
The surviving adult children, (of 13) with some assumed) would be able to educate their children
in-laws, of Ältester Herman D. W. Friesen, sang a privately. Later, they learned that education was
under provincial
special song, "Come to
jurisdiction, and the
the Saviour," to recall
Saskatchewan governthe many Sunday
ment wanted to unite
afternoons the family
all its citizens with an
had sung together
English education.
around an old pump
This caused many of
organ in their home.
the Old Colony MenEight women and
nonites to pack up and
three men sang a
move to Mexico.
capella.
Herman and
Guenther profiled Left to right: Justina Peters, Eva Zacharias, Tena Loewen, Tena Friesen
his grandfather, and (in-law). Second row: Jake Friesen, Helena Enns, Elizabeth Guenther, Margaretha Friesen
Mary Wiebe, Back row: are Bill Wiebe (in-law), John Enns (in-law).

19
and their family did
not go.
The author tried
to understand that
choice in the book.
Other key themes
were about the
family and personal
People arriving in Bethany Fellowship Hall . . .
issues they faced as
they grew up and
Again, Guenther's presentation was followed by a
raised their own
Q and A time with the audience, and then coffee
large family. Anoth- and book sales with the author signing copies.
er was about Herman as a spiritual leader, including the translation
of seven of his sermons. Then there were the
major challenges of how to slant or present the
book; as a biography, about theology, or as a
history - or perhaps a hybrid of all three. The
latter is what happened.
After reading a page from the book, Bruce
Guenther answered questions from the audience.
The buyers' line-up formed immediately after...

Susan Braun, the treasurer, reported later that
the 20 books held over were quickly sold and more '
paid orders were taken. Altogether 47 people had
to wait for their books to come.
Those orders have been filled from the second
order of 80 books, with just 14 copies left at the
moment. A third order is being discussed by the
MHSS Board.
This much success is somewhat unusual!
There were comments overheard later over the
When the presentation was finished the people coffee and dessert, that some had just expected a
streamed to the back of the room to the book sales sales pitch for a book, and had ended up hearing a
table. Bruce Guenther signed them at another
fine lecture on Mennonite history. It was clear that
table nearby. 80 copies of The Altester were sold
Bruce Guenther is an experienced writer and
that evening. Then they took paid orders.
lecturer.
Saturday afternoon, October 20th, a similar
Ordering instructions:
program was presented in the Fellowship Hall of
The Ältester can still be ordered from our book lists
Bethany Manor in Saskatoon. 85 people, mostly
on our website. The post-launch price is $35. You
residents of this retirement complex, were there.
will be invoiced with the book shipment. Send that
Some others drove in from outlying communities. amount in to MHSS on receipt of the book in the
The one exception to the program was that the mail. If you are able to stop in at the Archives you
Friesen family did not sing this time, even though may also purchase a copy there.
several of them were present.
RMF
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The Ältester - Herman D. W. Friesen,
A Mennonite Leader in Changing Times.
by Bruce L. Guenther - Reviewed by Editor, Ruth Marlene Friesen
The Reviewer's Connection

Herman D. W. Friesen was my
maternal Gra’ma’s first cousin. I
knew that Gra’ma considered his
widow, Margaretha Friesen, a close
personal friend, but I knew nothing
of her husband until years later.
When I wanted to write my book,
A Godly Inheritance, in 1985-88 to
honour Gra’ma, she had lost her
memory. So when I started interviewing various relatives, I was told
to visit Mrs. Herman (Margaretha)
Friesen in Warman. Her sister-inlaw, Mrs. Jacob (Helena) Friesen was
visiting her. It turned out they were natural
Banman sisters as well. As soon as I explained who
my Gra’ma was, they became very friendly and
gladly recited the names of their children, their
birth dates, and whom they had married, while I
scribbled notes.
My previous knowledge of the Old Colony
church and ways was largely coloured by what I
knew of my beloved Gra’ma. Her faith was real
and obvious in her life. Although demure and
humble, she was not afraid to quote Bible verses to
us grandkids and to demonstrate her Bible-reading
and prayer life.

Impressions and Benefits of The Ältester

Now this book has clarified some things. It has
describes things from the view of the church, the
Ältester (or bishop) in particular.
I was glad to attend both book launches in
October, for The Ältester, to get the author’s sense
of, and background on, his grandfather, as well as
the writing process. I’d heard of his death when
his tractor fell on him, but was not clear on details.
The seven sermons in the appendix were a
great help in that regard. For, though I attended

funerals in the Old Colony church as
a child, and also both my Kroeker
grandparents’ funerals, my mind
back then had only absorbed
impressions, not details.

The Writing Process

Bruce Guenther reported that it
took him 20 years to write this book.
He boiled down all that he had
gathered to just four basic chapters.
They covered: (1) his ancestors and
his grndparents’ homesteading
origins and early childhood trials,
(2) the centrality of the church in
their lives, (3) their farm and family
life, and (4) Herman’s community and church
leadership years.
The Ältester's Setting
Keep in mind the context of the situation: About
1000 of the Old Colony people from Saskatchewan,
and many more from Manitoba, had migrated to
Mexico over the issue of the Saskatchewan government insisting that their children learn English.
Their private German church schools were no longer sufficient.
Those who emigrated considered those who
chose to stay behind to be apostate and not as
spiritual as they, even though it may have been for
lack of funds. Since the Ältesters in office had gone
with the departing families, there was a vacuum in
leadership.

The Book's Contents

The first appendix has charts to show just how
busy Herman, the Ältester, was in visitations, and
in sermons, weddings and funerals he officiated at,
even conducting communion in private homes for
shut-ins. The charts show the date, location and
sermon he preached.
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The second
appendix gives
us the English
translation of
seven sermons
chosen to
represent the
65 that Bruce
found in the
complete
collection his
parents showed
him after his
grandmother
had also passed
away. It is the
most extensive
collection of Old
Herman & Margaretha Friesen in Colony sermons
early 1 960s
known to date.
To study that collection of hand-written sermons,
Bruce applied for a grant to have them translated
from the German Gothic script. That led to a lot of
other research to flesh out the life of his grandfather. Much of that came from interviewing relatives, and some did not want their unflattering
memories described in the book, at least not with
their names included.
In the end, Bruce decided to include the human
failures and shortcomings of his grandparents, but
not to name the relatives from whom that info
came. (Note: the Bible also includes the sins of the
saints so we can learn from them.)

(I was concerned enough to ask my Gra’ma once;
she assured me that she knew she was saved and
would go to Heaven).

Summary & Evaluation

Bruce Guenther has done an excellent job of writing a book that at the same time is a good historical
and biographical profile of his grandfather, Herman
D. W. Friesen, and a clear perspective of how the
Old Colony Church survived and learned to live in
the Saskatchewan political landscape, yet remain a
separated people. It is a study on how one of their
spiritual leaders, an Ältester (bishop) no less,
bridged their adaptation to their time and place in
history.

About the Author, Bruce L. Guenther

God had prepared Bruce Guenther, Ph.D., to
write this book. He obtained a B.A. from Providence
College in Winnipeg in 1982, then worked at InterVarsity Christian Fellowship in Saskatoon for four
years, That led to his going to Regent College in
Vancouver for his M.C.S. and on to McGill University for his Ph.D.
He gave back by teaching at various schools
such as Briercrest Seminary, St. Andrew's College
(in Saskatoon), Bethany Bible Institute in Hepburn,
and McGill University. Bruce married Lois in 1982;
they have three adult children.
In 1999, he was the first MBBS faculty appointed within the ACTS consortium at Trinity Western
University in Langley, BC. He is Dean and Professor of Church History and Mennonite Studies.
He has written a number of other books and
Where The Ältester's Inner Life Shines
articles, including one on the Bible School MoveThe author regreted that his grandfather had not ment (in this issue of the Historian), reprinted from
kept any diary or journals. That would have been
the Saskatchewan Encyclopedia.
good, but I found the sermons told me a lot of his
Approach this book with an open and discerning
way of thinking and showed his grasp of Bible
mind and heart; you will find it worthwhile. It has a
principles and concepts, and also his very humble
number of valuable lessons for us and will be a
spirit before the Lord, and the congregation. He
classic in Mennonite history.
did not hesitate to express his need of a Saviour,
The Ältester – a 308 pp softcover, is published
and his gratitude to Jesus for that gift of salvation. by the University of Regina Press in Saskatchewan.
This was especially reassuring because I had
It can be ordered from our MHSS website
heard that the Old Colony people hope they will be https://mhss.sk.ca/books/ for $35.00 plus postage.
saved, but do not enjoy assurance of that salvation.
RMF
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Another Softball Story
by Victor Carl Friesen

majority. There were also
This story is somesome Ukrainian and Doukhwhat different from the
softball episode describ- obors - it seemed they also
had played a lot of softball
ed in SMH two issues
ago. It’s about the Sask- during rural school
recesses.
atoon Normal School
Miss Powles, our SNS
softball club of 1951-52.
physical education instrucActually, the team was
tor, was not present, but
formed only in the
she had already played a
spring of ’52.
What happened then part in developing a school
team. With exceedingly
was that Leonard Enns
Leonard Enns,
Victor Carl Friesen, 1 8, stopped me in the hallwarm weather in an early
(from obituary photo)
at Normal School
spring that year, she had
way one day between
her male students form two parallel lines outdoors,
lectures and asked if I would announce to my
everyone taking his turn at throwing a softball
Room C classmates, (he was from Room B), that
randomly at someone in the other line, trying to
there was going to be a softball practice on the
catch him unawares, while that person (and sucSNS ball diamond that evening in order to organceeding others) would do the same thing to someize a school team.
one else. Such practice really developed our
I said, “Sure I will,” and hurried away to catch
reflexes to field and throw from all positions. Then
my next class.
at batting practice, she analysed our stance and our
He quickly responded, “And you’re coming out
swing. I realized, only years later, that she had us
too, I hope.”
Well, I hadn’t even thought of doing so (we were doing exactly what major league baseball teams do
at spring training.
so busy with individual class work), but quickly
All that developed our skills, but the formation
decided, “Well, why not!”
I had really only known who Leonard was. Two of our SNS softball team was extracurricular and
left entirely to us. We chose Leonard as our captain
years older than I, he had also come from the
and just naturally fell into infield or outfield posiRosthern district, we seeing each other at ruralschool superintendency track meets, but that’s all. tions that we knew we played best. Our catcherpitcher battery and inHe came from the
field team were almost
Eigenfeld S.D., west of
entirely Mennonite. Jake
town, while I had
Thiessen, Room J, was
attended Bergthal S.D.,
our catcher. A left-handeast of town. Now
er, as I recall, he kept
began a friendship that
the infielders on our toes
would last the rest of
with his bullet-like
our lives.
throws. Our number one
At the practice that
pitcher was Henry
evening, I saw that stuKlassen, Room D, almost
dents of Mennonite
extraction were the
Saskatoon Normal School on Avenue A., now Idylwyld Dr. unhittable at his best.
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Around the horn were Harland Grasby, Room
C, a solid, full of pep first baseman, the only one
of English heritage (he hailed from Asquith, west
of Saskatoon, a community that billed itself as the
centre of the British Empire - I knew because I
had done my practice teaching there the previous
fall); myself, Vic Friesen, also Room C, second
baseman, a position I enjoyed playing, being in
the centre of things at the “Keystone Bag”;
Leonard, shortstop (and alternate pitcher), whose
accurate throws from deep infield, meant sure
outs at first base; and Henry Braun, Room A, third
baseman, who enjoyed playing up the line, challenging the batter to hit the ball past him (he later
became Superintendent of Schools in Regina).
The outfield players, meanwhile, were nonMennonite.
We played several exhibition games that
spring against teams from Saskatoon’s top city
league and did all right - winning some, losing
some. But most of our games were outside the
city. A lot of the nearby towns west and north of
Saskatoon held their community Sports Day in
June at that time (some still do) and on a Saturday, ideal for our SNS team to take part in the
highlight event - the softball tournament. The
towns included Langham, Borden, and Radisson
to the northwest and maybe Osler to the north.
(Martensville and Warman were not towns back
then.)
I remember two tournament games specifically. In one we played who else but the Bergthal
All-Stars, made up of graduates of my old country
school, and also the best players in the whole
Rosthern area. But our sterling pitcher, Henry
Klassen, was at his best that day, and the opposition did not hit the ball beyond our infield.
In another tournament we took top prize,
beating the mighty Osler Monarchs to do so. (I
believe they won the provincial championship the
very next year, 1953.) Carl Ens headed the team,
and he, incidentally, went to Normal School, too,
in 1941-42, the same year that my older sister
attended.
I wish to end on a personal note regarding my
friend Leonard Enns. We often taught in nearby

schools, sang on two occasions in a “Mennonite”
quartet, once at a rural school’s Jugendverein , and
once at a teachers’ “local” get-together at a river
picnic (the same evening when John G. Diefenbaker
was first elected as prime minister of Canada - the
news on someone’s portable radio there interrupted
our performance). Our longtime friendship, extending through our later years, Len as a preacher, myself as a writer - ended with his death in 2016, and
only then did I discover, on reading his obituary,
that our birthdays were on the same day!
VCF

Z. T. Bartel Peppernuts
This must be a very old recipe. Many years ago,
when I was a child, we would go to the Z. T. Bartels
around Christmas time and were treated to these
delicious peppernuts. In our recipe book they are
called the Z. T. Bartel Peppernuts.
½ cup butter
½ cup white sugar
2 eggs
1 tps soda dissolved in 4 tbsp sour milk
Approx. 3 cups flour
½ cup raisins
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tsp ground anise
½ tsp salt
¼ tsp pepper, optional, but is really very good
½ cup citron peel
Let mixture rest for a while, then roll into pencilsized rolls. Chill or freeze well before cutting into
dime size pieces.
Bake 8-10 minutes at 350 degrees.
Submitted by Edith Richert, Prince Albert, SK.
ER
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The cover of a Christmas
Wunsch booklet. In the 1 920s
and earlier, (this one is dated
1 924), the German school
teacher would prepare one
for each student.
Each students memorized
the Christmas wish/poem
carefully written inside, and
recited it to their parents as
they presented their Wunsch
booklet to them on Christmas
morning.

I've found the text of some
poems dated in the 1800s in
Russia.
This one is in full colour,
embossed and gilded!
Do you have such keepsakes in your family as well?

Websites

This cover has been turned sideways to maximize space.

RMF

Our official MHSS site: mhss.sk.ca
Cemeteries: mhss.sk.ca/cemeteries/

Mennonite Encyclopedia Online (GAMEO)

gameo.org/news/mennonite-encyclopedia-online

E-Updates Ezine (announcements by email)

Subscribe by entering your email on our website
page: mhss.sk.ca/E-Updates.shtml
(Be sure to let us know when you change email
addresses)

MHSS Membership

If your membership has expired, the date on your
address label will be highlighted. To ensure that
you will not miss the next issue of the Historian,
please send us your membership fee promptly to:

The Treasurer, MHSS
110 LaRonge Road, Room 900
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 7H8

Make cheque payable to MHSS
Memberships: $35 for one year; $55 for two years;
$90 for three years. Gift subscriptions are available.
Membership fees and donations to the Society are
eligible for tax receipts. Extra copies are available
at the Archives for $3/copy.

Send in Feedback and Stories
You are cordially invited to send in feedback, news
MHSS Office and Archives, & SMH Editor
items, stories, articles, photographs, church histories, 110 LaRonge Road, Room 900
etc., to be considered for publication. The editor is
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 7H8
willing to help polish it up so it looks professional.
Archives: mhss@sasktel.net
See contact info to the right →
or submit directly to SMH-Ruth@mhss.sk.ca

